
Florida Keeps Improving on 
Short- and Long-Stay Quality Care

The Facts 
Are In: 

               On all measures where trends
          can be tracked for short-stay
       residents, Florida improved 
    both its performance and its 
rank from 2014 to 2018. 

Short time period, 
long-lasting benefits:
A short stay in a long term care center can provide 
residents with an opportunity for rehabilitation 
from an injury or illness or provide additional support, 
temporarily easing the burden on personal caregivers. 
For its Five Star Rating System, the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services measures seven 
factors of short-stay care pertaining to a resident’s 
physical health, medications, and progress in recovery.

Short-Stay Residents: spend 100 
or fewer days in a long term care 
center, whether for injury/illness 
rehabilitation or additional support 
they can’t receive at home.

Long-Stay Residents: receive the 
services of a long term care center 
for more than 100 days.



Between 2014 and 2018, Florida 
improved its performance on 11 
measures and its rank on nine.

Florida has seen a reduction of 14.5% in 
the number of long-stay residents using 
antipsychotic medications, jumping 17 
spots in its national ranking.

Long time period, continued 
devotion to quality care:

Florida is ranked in the Top Ten in the nation for the following measures:

10#
for appropriate administration of the pneumococcal vaccine, with 96.5% of 
long-stay residents receiving it — the national median is 93.8%. This measure 
tracks the portion of long-stay residents who have been appropriately given 
the vaccine, or were offered and declined the vaccine, or were ineligible to 
receive the vaccine due to contraindications.

3# for the smallest portion of long-stay 
residents suffering from depressive 
symptoms, and for the smallest portion 
of short-stay residents with pressure 
ulcers that are new or worsened.

5# for the smallest portion of short- and 
long-stay residents reporting moderate 
to severe pain.

8# for the smallest portion of long-stay 
residents suffering falls and 
resulting injuries.

8# for the smallest increase 
in the portion of long-stay 
residents needing help 
with daily activities. 
It is not unexpected 
for long-stay residents, 
over time, to become 
increasingly dependent 
on help with these daily 
activities. However, the 
average rate at which 
residents become more 
dependent may reveal 
aspects of center quality.

By tracking measures relating to a resident’s mental health, 
improvements or declines in physical health, vaccination rates, 
and medications, the quality of care afforded to long-stay 
residents can be determined on a state-by-state basis. 

For more information, visit: 
FHCA.org/qualitymatters


